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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****Thomas Hardy (3 March 1752 - 11 October 1832) was an early Radical,
and the founder, first Secretary, and Treasurer of the London Corresponding Society. Hardy was born on 3
March 1752 in Larbert, Stirlingshire, Scotland, the son of a merchant seaman. His father died in 1760 at sea
while Thomas was still a boy. He was sent to school by his maternal grandfather and later apprenticed to a
shoemaker in Stirlingshire. He later worked in the Carron Iron Works. As a young man, he came to London just
before the American Revolutionary War. On 21 May 1781 he married at St-Martin-in-the-Fields church Lydia
Priest, the youngest daughter of a carpenter and builder from Chesham, Buckinghamshire. The couple had six
children, all of whom died in infancy. Lydia died in childbirth on 27 August 1794, her child (the sixth) being
stillborn: the cause may have been the injuries she had sustained when a loyalist Church and King mob
attacked the Hardy home some weeks earlier.In 1791, Hardy opened his own boot and shoe shop at 9 Piccadilly,
London. Captain Frederick Marryat (10 July 1792 - 9 August 1848) was a British Royal Navy officer, a novelist,
and an acquaintance of Charles Dickens. He is noted today as an early pioneer of the sea story, particularly for
his semi-autobiographical novel Mr Midshipman Easy (1836), for his children s novel The Children of the New
Forest (1847), and for a widely used system of maritime flag signalling, known as Marryat s Code. Early life and
naval career: Marryat was born in Great George Street, Westminster, London, the son of Joseph Marryat (1757-
1824), a merchant prince and member of Parliament, and his American wife Charlotte,...
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