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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print
on Demand *****. From the preface: Many of the tales in this collection appeared either in the Indian Antiquary,
the Calcutta Review, or the Legends of the Punjab. They were then in the form of literal translations, in many
cases uncouth or even unpresentable to ears polite, in all scarcely intelligible to the untravelled English reader;
for it must be remembered that, with the exception of the Adventures of Raja Rasalu, all these stories are strictly
folk-tales passing current among a people who can neither read nor write, and whose diction is full of
colloquialisms, and, if we choose to call them so, vulgarisms. It would be manifestly unfair, for instance, to
compare the literary standard of such tales with that of the Arabian Nights, the Tales of a Parrot, or similar
works. The manner in which these stories were collected is in itself suFicient to show how misleading it would
be, if, with the intention of giving the conventional Eastern flavour to the text, it were to be manipulated into a
flowery dignity; and as a description of the procedure will serve the double purpose of credential and excuse,
the authors give it, -premising that all the stories but three have been collected by Mrs. F. A. Steel during winter
tours through the various districts of which her husband has been Chief Magistrate. A carpet is spread under a
tree in the vicinity of the spot which the Magistrate has chosen for his darbar, but far enough away from
bureaucracy to let the village idlers approach it should they feel so inclined. In a very few minutes, as a rule,
some of them begin to edge up to it, and as they are generally...
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