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Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Some Defects in the Constitution of the United States: An Address to the
Law Department of the University of Pennsylvania, 27 April, 1906 That the Constitution thus framed was
reactionary was a matter of course. There was, as we know, some talk of a royal government, with Frederick,
Duke of York, second son of George the Third, as King. Hamilton, whose subsequent great services as Secretary
Of the Treasury have crowned him with a halo, and whose tragic death has obliterated the memory of his
faults, declared himself in favor of the English form of government, with its hereditary Executive and its House
of Lords, which he denominated a most noble insti tution. Failing in that, he advocated an Executive elected by
Congress for life, Senators and judges for life, and governors of States to be appointed by the President. Of
these he secured, as it has proved, the most important from his standpoint, the creation of judges for life. The
convention was aware that a Constitution on Hamilton s lines could not secure ratification by the several States.
But the Constitution adopted was made as undemocratic as possible, and was very far from responding to the
condition, laid down in the Declaration of 1776, that all governments derive their just powers from the consent
of the governed. Hamilton, in a speech to the convention, stated that the members were agreed that we need to
be rescued from the democracy. They were rescued. Thomas Jefferson unfortunately was absent as our
minister to France and took no part in the convention, though we owe largely to him the compromise by which
the first 10 amendments were agreed to be adopted...
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